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Project goals

• Describe breeding bird distribution and abundance

• Document changes since the last atlas

• Describe wintering distributions

• Stopover habitat use (we hope) 

• Understand where species occur on the landscape

• Develop an interactive web site for updating and data 
retrieval



Funding 



Bird clubs
Land trusts

Town conservation 
commissions

Etc., etc.

Other partners



…..

Birders make atlases possible









American robin

+

Species data Habitat data





YEAR 1:
Make initial predictions from existing data …
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2018-2020: 
Collect new atlas data

1. traditional citizen science block work
2. point counts to estimate abundance
3. winter surveys
4. migration surveys



How can birders help?



Volunteer to survey a block

596 blocks



• Spend up to 20 hours birding over 3 years

• Visit all habitats in a block

• List all species seen

• Record evidence of breeding using 
standard codes

Breeding surveys



Breeding surveys

©Mark Szantyr



Breeding surveys
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Winter surveys

Up to 20 hours/block over three years



Lead or join “block-busting” events



YEARS 4-5: 
Analysis to test/refine predictions

 test models
 upgrade predictions
 compare to 1980s atlas

 link to other data (e.g., land use)
 identify priority areas for conservation 

(IBAs, land trusts, etc.)

 Post data on-line



ctbirdatlas.org?



Questions?



To volunteer:
ctbirdatlasvol@gmail.com

For other information, contact:
chris.elphick@uconn.edu

ctbirdatlas.org
#ctbirdatlas

https://www.facebook.com/ctbirdatlasvol/

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Center for Conservation and Biodiversity

University of Connecticut
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